MASSES–Weekends:
Saturday: 9:00 am, 6:00 pm (vigil),
Sunday: 9:00 am (Italian), 10:30 am
Weekdays:
Tues: 4pm, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 8:30 am
Face masks are optional and are
recommended.
Let us protect our parish
community together.
LIVE STREAMING of MASS
Sunday Mass is live streamed from St
Raphael’s Church and will be available for
live viewing or downloading afterwards on:
https://bit.ly/StRaphaelsMass
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 1st Friday of

every month, the next one being
Friday 7 October 2022 at the 8:30am
Mass.
LIVING GOSPEL PRAYER GROUP
(LGPG): Wednesdays at 1:30pm.

ADORATION: Every Friday - 9am to 11am
BAPTISMS: please contact parish to
arrange. Baptisms normally take place
following the 10:30am parish Mass each
Sunday.
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 9:30am.
DATES TO REMEMBER:

Anointing of the sick-Fri 7/10 at 8:30am
Mass

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
The parish office is attended by volunteer
staff on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
You may contact the office at any time and
leave a message on 9470 2586 and we
will get back to you as soon as possible.
Parish Bulletins
The current Parish bulletin can be viewed
on the parish website:
www.straphaelswestpreston.org.au
Bulletin printed: Thursday - 1/9/2022
Our Parish is committed to the safety,
wellbeing and dignity of all children
and vulnerable adults.

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C
Sunday 4 September 2022
Father’s Day
My dear Brothers and Sisters,
“Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me
cannot be my disciple”, Jesus tells the crowds in this Sunday’s
Gospel reading from St Luke [14:25-33]. Our readings this
Sunday are about detachment, from all that surrounds us, in
order to bear the burdens and challenges that come with being
believers in Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour. For a
Father’s Day Gospel reading, this passage from St Luke must
seem very confrontational and unpalatable. The English
translation of the original Greek is excessive. Jesus is asking us
to be detached from earthly relationships and possessions. The
sixth commandment tells us to honour our father and our
mother, whilst Jesus’ own great commandment is that we love
God and love our neighbour. On this Father’s Day let us give
honour to our fathers and show love to our families. But let us
also see the need to place Jesus first in our lives and be
prepared to carry the crosses we are presented with,
uncomplainingly and with Joy in our hearts.
Happy Father’s Day
to all our fathers and grandfathers.
With every prayer for God’s richest blessings to be upon
you and your families.
Fr Simon Grainger
Pax et Gratia

27-Aug-22
03-Sep-22
10-Sep-22

28-Aug-22
04-Sep-22
11-Sep-22

28-Aug-22
04-Sep-22
11-Sep-22

Saturday 6:00PM Mass
Ministers of Communion
Angela De Fazio
Nick Cachia
Amato Puli'uvea

Saturday 6:00PM Mass Readers
Josephine Knight
Ashwini Chand
Maureen O'Dwyer

9:00AM Italian Mass
Ministers of Communion
Bruna D'Alessandro
Carmel Colosimo
Bruna D'Alessandro
Carmela Molinaro
Carmel Colosimo
Carmela Molinaro
10:30AM Mass
Ministers of Communion
Ferenc Cseh
Jennifer Singam
Amitu'anai To'oto'o
Katalina To'oto'o
Parker Maloney
Rosetta Macri

9:00AM Italian Mass
Readers
Anna Sisinni
Melinda Di Prospero
Maria Sanciolo-Bell
10:30AM Mass
Readers
Rosetta Macri
Nika Cseh
Vitale To’oto’o

CHURCH CLEANING:
LAWN MOWING:
†

†

†

We pray for the sick:
Giuseppina, Cabrini, Dorothy, Sebastiana, Lina, Amalia,
Marie, Raffaella, Antonietta, Charleez, Claudia, Matthew,
Elijah, Cesarina, Annunziata, Lily, Pauline, Graeme, Patrick,
Giuseppe, Luana, Bruna, Sheridan, Gitti, Margherita, Grace,
Keith, Glen, Josephine, Angelina
We pray for the repose of the souls of:
RECENTLY DECEASED:
Sister Val Deakin (Good Samaritan Sister RIP 22/8)

ANNIVERSARIES:
Giuseppe De Pietro (31 August)
Bruno Marozzi (40th Anniv.Sun 4/9 at 9am)
Francesco, Bruno & Franco Lamberti & Vito Totino (all Sun 4/9 at 9am)
Kristian Zordan (1 month Sun 4/9 at 10:30am)
Giuseppe Ferrante (Sun 4/9 at 9am & 10:30am)
Ralph Bonadio (3rd Anniv Sun 4/9 at 10:30am)
Umberto Spizzeri (3rd Anniv Sun 4/9 at 10:30am
Marisa Lustrissimi (Tues 6/9 at 4pm)
Leo Tuttle (1st Anniv. Sat 10/9 at 6pm)
Carmela Pulcino (1 month Sun 11/9 at 10:30am)

…for the comfort and consolation of their families.
  
LAST WEEKEND'S COLLECTION: 28/8/2022
Thanksgiving: $888
Presbytery: $600
Many thanks to all our contributors
† † †
A Vocation View: Jesus says clearly; "Anyone who does not take
up the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple."
You and Jesus can carry your cross together. Then, you can follow!
  

 ST RAPHAEL’S COMMUNITY LUNCH 
The next lunch will be on Thursday 15 September
at 12:00 Mid-day at: Darebin RSL, 402 Bell St, Preston.
Please let us know if you will be attending the lunch by writing
your name on the form in the foyer.
All are welcome.

Parish Prayer:
Generous God,
We give our thanks to you for the gifts you have given to us – our life,
our family and friends – time, talents and material possessions.
Above all we are grateful for the Father's unconditional love, for
Jesus Christ our Savior and for the Holy Spirit who nourishes us with
every spiritual gift.
All we have comes from you. May we remember this always and
rejoice in your generosity.
Sustain us on our Christian journey, so that we may constantly renew
our relationship with you and all people of our parish community.
Grant us the strength and courage to become better followers of
Jesus: to be disciples and to live the Christian Way of Life. Amen
St Raphael healer and guide protect us.
  
LAST RITES
Fr Simon is available at anytime to give the Last Rites at homes,
nursing homes and hospitals in the area.
† † †
Envelopes for requests for Masses to be offered for
deceased / unwell loved ones
Please note: Written requests for Masses to be offered must be given
to Fr Simon at least 4 days before the Mass is requested to be offered.
Those who have requested a Mass to be offered will need to speak
with Fr Simon at least 5 minutes before the commencement of that
Mass so that Fr Simon knows that they are present.
Please find at the back of the Church, envelopes for your use when
requesting a Mass to be offered for deceased/unwell family
members.
Envelopes may be placed in the collection baskets.
† † †

THOUGHTS FROM POPE FRANCIS
God wants children, not slaves: free children.
And love can only be lived in freedom. To learn
to live one must learn to love, and for this it is
necessary to discern.
† † †
National Child Protection Week (4-10 September) is an
annual event starting on the first Sunday of September.
This year’s theme ‘Every child, in every community, needs
a fair go’ aims to spread the message that we need to work
together to make sure that every child grows up safe and
supported.

† † †

 Solemnities / Feasts / Memorials of the Week 

Monday 5 September St Teresa of Calcutta
Thursday 8 September The Birthday of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Friday 9 September
St Peter Claver
  

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
During the weekend Masses, please check to see if there are
parishioners with walking disabilities in the church and please
go to them to give them Communion.
Thank you.
† † †
Priests Retirement Foundation
Today, Sunday 4 September is Father’s Day, the
traditional day for the annual collection for the Priests
Retirement Foundation. This appeal creates one of
the four main income streams for the Foundation
enabling us to support the retired priests of the
Archdiocese.
Please give generously
† † †

First Eucharist Program
for non-parish school children.
St Raphael’s West Preston
October/November 2022
Tuesday 11 October
4pm Mass followed by Reconciliation & First Eucharist preparation
Tuesday 18 October
4pm Mass followed by Reconciliation & First Eucharist preparation
Tuesday 25 October
4pm Mass followed by Reconciliation & First Eucharist preparation
Tuesday 8 November
4pm Mass followed by Reconciliation & First Eucharist preparation
Tuesday 15 November
4pm Mass followed by Reconciliation & First Eucharist preparation
Tuesday 22 November
4pm Mass followed by 1st Reconciliation
Sunday 27 November
10:30am – First Eucharist Mass
Parents wanting their child to take part in this program should
arrange by 14 September to meet with Fr Simon in the second two
weeks of September.

Stewardship Reflection

  

  

2023 Confirmation Program
Confirmations for this parish take place in March 2023. Anyone
whose child is not attending St Raphael’s school who wishes to be
included in this Confirmation process should contact Fr Simon no
later than 15 January 2023.
† † †
Society of St Vincent De Paul
St Gabriel’s parish conference meets on the 3rd Monday of the
month in the Emmaus room at St Gabriel’s Parish Centre at 7:30pm
New members are always welcome.
Emergency assistance 1800 305 330
† † †
Legion of Mary
St Gabriel’s parish praesidium (group), dedicated to Our Lady of
the Blessed Sacrament, meets every Monday at 1:30pm in the
Bethany Room at St Gabriel’s Parish Centre.
New members are always welcome.
St Gabriel’s Legion of Mary invites families to welcome the Pilgrim
Statue of Our Lady of Fatima for a week of family prayer.
Enquiries: 9460 6036
† † †

Fr Rob Galea, and two female co-hosts (Alyssa Agius &
Justine Cumbo) study the weekly readings and break them
down into lay man’s terms, showing you how they are relevant
to our life today. They make theology accessible for the
everyday person - think of it as a conversation with friends
complete with all the tears, laughter and joy, but with the
opportunity to learn something new each week. Whether
you’ve been Catholic all your life, you’re new to the faith, or
outside of the faith, there is something for everyone!
☺ ☺ SHARE A JOKE ☺ ☺

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND
An opportunity to spend a weekend
improving your communication.

This experience gives you the tools to keep your
passion alive in a gentle, nurturing environment, away
from pressures and distractions of daily living.
The weekend we offer is based around Catholic values
but couples of all faiths are welcome.
Please check our website for more details.
A non–residential parish based weekend:
22- 23 October 2022 in Niddrie.
(Book early to avoid disappointment)
Information/Bookings: Phone Mercy & James 0409
183 676 or Email: vicbookings@wwme.org.au
Website: wwme.org.au
  

☺☺☺

A warm welcome to new parishioners to St Raphael’s
Please let us know that you have joined our community and if there is
Children’s
anything
we canactivity
do for you.pages
Please
find
in the
foyer of____
the Church an
Are
you new
to our
Parish?
Need
Thanksgiving
envelopes?
____ and
activity
box with
activity pages
Pease
complete
the details
belowtoand
in the collection plate at
pencils
for young
children
useplace
quietly
Mass or send to the Parish office.
during Mass.
Name:
___________________________________
At the end of Mass children are invited to
Phone: ___________________________________
show Fr Simon their work in the Church
Address: ___________________________________
foyer.
To existing parishioners: if you would like to contribute on a regular basis
using the envelopes, please complete the above.
Thank you.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement
is right;
treat your servant in accord with your
merciful love.
PENITENTIAL ACT
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in what I
have done and in what I have failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on earth
peace to people of good will. / We praise
you, / we bless you, / we adore you, / we
glorify you, / we give you thanks for your
great glory, / Lord God, heavenly King, /
O God, almighty Father. / Lord Jesus
Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, / you
take away the sins of the world, / have
mercy on us; / you take away the sins of
the world, / receive our prayer; / you are
seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.
FIRST READING
Wisdom 9:13-18
What man indeed can know the intentions
of God?
Who can divine the will of the Lord?
The reasonings of mortals are unsure
and our intentions unstable;
for a perishable body presses down the
soul,
and this tent of clay weighs down the
teeming mind.
It is hard enough for us to work out what
is on earth,
laborious to know what lies within our
reach;
who, then, can discover what is in the
heavens?
As for your intention, who could have
learnt it, had you not granted Wisdom
and sent your holy spirit from above?
Thus have the paths of those on earth been
straightened
and men been taught what pleases you,
and saved, by Wisdom.
PENITENTIAL ACT

The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17

The Response Is:
In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
You turn men back to dust
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’

To your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday, come and gone,
no more than a watch in the night.
In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
You sweep men away like a dream,
like the grass which springs up in the
morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades.
In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants.
In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands.
In every age, O Lord, you have been our
refuge.
SECOND READING
Philemon 9-10,12-17
This is Paul writing, an old man now and,
what is more, still a prisoner of Christ
Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of
mine, whose father I became while
wearing these chains: I mean Onesimus. I
am sending him back to you, and with
him – I could say – a part of my own self.
I should have liked to keep him with me;
he could have been a substitute for you, to
help me while I am in the chains that the
Good News has brought me. However, I
did not want to do anything without your
consent; it would have been forcing your
act of kindness, which should be
spontaneous. I know you have been
deprived of Onesimus for a time, but it
was only so that you could have him back
for ever, not as a slave any more, but
something much better than a slave, a dear
brother; especially dear to me, but how
much more to you, as a blood-brother as
well as a brother in the Lord. So if all that
we have in common means anything to
you, welcome him as you would me.

The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the
Acclamation.

Gospel

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws.
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
Luke 14:25-33
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his
way and he turned and spoke to them. ‘If
any man comes to me without hating his
father, mother, wife, children, brothers,
sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot
be my disciple. Anyone who does not
carry his cross and come after me cannot
be my disciple.

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending
to build a tower, would not first sit down
and work out the cost to see if he had
enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he
laid the foundation and then found himself
unable to finish the work, the onlookers
would all start making fun of him and
saying, “Here is a man who started to
build and was unable to finish.” Or again,
what king marching to war against another
king would not first sit down and consider
whether with ten thousand men he could
stand up to the other who advanced
against him with twenty thousand? If not,
then while the other king was still a long
way off, he would send envoys to sue for
peace. So in the same way, none of you
can be my disciple unless he gives up all
his possessions.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, / the Father almighty,
/ Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
/ born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered
under Pontius Pilate, / was crucified,
died and was buried; / he descended
into hell; / on the third day he rose
again from the dead; / he ascended
into heaven, / and is seated at the right
hand of God the Father almighty; /
from there he will come to judge the
living and the dead. / I believe in the
Holy Spirit, / the holy catholic Church,
/ the communion of saints, / the
forgiveness of sins, / the resurrection
of the body, / and life everlasting.
Amen.
RESPONSE TO PRAYERS OF THE
FAITHFUL: Lord, hear our prayer.
THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
When we eat this Bread and drink this
Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again..
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Like the deer that yearns for running
streams, so my soul is yearning for you,
my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the
living God.

