MASSES–Weekends:
Saturday: 9:00 am, 6:00 pm (vigil),
Sunday: 9:00 am (Italian), 10:30 am
Weekdays:
Tues: 4pm, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 8:30 am

18th Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C
Sunday 31 July 2022

DATES TO REMEMBER:
Anointing of the sick – Fri 5 August at
8:30am Mass
PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
The parish office is attended by volunteer
staff on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
You may contact the office at any time and
leave a message on 9470 2586 and we
will get back to you as soon as possible.

My dear Brothers and Sisters,
“Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All
is vanity!”, Sunday’s reading from Ecclesiastes, tells us
[Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23]. This Sunday’s readings remind us of the
fleeting nature of life and material possessions. When we leave this
life our material possessions are divided up and passed on. We need
to make the most of our life while we have it, and in doing so we
really do need to put ourselves at rights with God our Creator and
heavenly Father. As one grows older one realises how quickly one
passes from youth to old age, how very quickly people sometimes
slip from this life to the next.
As Covid spreads very widely through the community there
may be a tendency to think that its symptoms are very mild and
nothing to worry about. My experience is that even if the initial
symptoms are very mild, there is a danger that throat and chest
infections may become serious even weeks after we have come out of
Covid isolation. In the USA and Europe a 3 day course of antiviral
or antibody treatments is given early on to hit these infections on the
head. If you get Covid you might like to discuss this with your GP.
Internationally renowned Catholic broadcaster Radio Maria
has set up operations here in Preston. I have been to visit its studio
and have met its staff. At this Sunday’s 10:30am Mass, the director
of Radio Maria (Australia), Father Sam Randall, will join us and
will give the homily. This is a great opportunity for us and I ask you
to make Fr Sam warmly welcome and to listen to Radio Maria when
it starts broadcasting here in Melbourne later in the year.
With every prayer for
God’s richest blessings to be
upon you and your families.

Parish Bulletins
The current Parish bulletin can be viewed
on the parish website:
www.straphaelswestpreston.org.au

Fr Simon Grainger
Pax et Gratia

Face masks are optional and are
recommended.
Let us protect our parish
community together.
LIVE STREAMING of MASS
Sunday Mass is live streamed from St
Raphael’s Church and will be available for
live viewing or downloading afterwards on:
https://bit.ly/StRaphaelsMass
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: 1st Friday of

every month, the next one being
Friday 5 August 2022 at the 8:30am Mass.
LIVING GOSPEL PRAYER GROUP
(LGPG): Wednesdays at 1:30pm.
ADORATION: Every Friday - 9am to 11am
BAPTISMS: please contact parish to
arrange. Baptisms normally take place
following the 10:30am parish Mass each
Sunday.
CONFESSIONS: Saturday 9:30am.

Bulletin printed: Thursday - 28/7/2022
Our Parish is committed to the safety,
wellbeing and dignity of all children
and vulnerable adults.

30-Jul-22
06-Aug-22
13-Aug-22

31-Jul-22
07-Aug-22
14-Aug-22

31-Jul-22
07-Aug-22
14-Aug-22

Saturday 6:00PM Mass
Ministers of Communion
Amato Puli'uvea
Lucy Triulcio
Nikki Daniele

Saturday 6:00PM Mass Readers
Ashwini Chand
Maureen O'Dwyer
Kinga Harding

9:00AM Italian Mass
Ministers of Communion
Bruna D'Alessandro
Carmela Molinaro
Carmel Colosimo
Carmela Molinaro
Bruna D'Alessandro
Carmela Molinaro
10:30AM Mass
Ministers of Communion
Amitu'anai To'oto'o
Katalina To'oto'o
Ferenc Cseh
Rosetta Macri
Amitu'anai To'oto'o
Katalina To'oto'o

9:00AM Italian Mass
Readers
Vince Colosimo
Anna Sisinni
Melinda Di Prospero
10:30AM Mass
Readers
Nikki Daniele
Giulia Digiglio
Josephine Knight

CHURCH CLEANING:
LAWN MOWING:
†

†

†

We pray for the sick:
Giuseppina, Cabrini, Dorothy, Sebastiana, Lina, Amalia,
Marie, Kristian, Raffaella, Rob, Antonietta, Charleez, Claudia,
Matthew, Elijah, Cesarina, Annunziata, Lily, Wilma, Pauline,
Graeme, Carmela, Patrick, Giuseppe, Luana, Bruna
We pray for the repose of the souls of:
RECENTLY DECEASED:
Lesley Michael Crapper (Funeral Thurs 4/8 at 10:30am)

ANNIVERSARIES:
Maria Scavera (RIP in Italy-1month. Sun 31/7 at 9am)
Margarita Santoro (2nd Anniv. Sun 31/7 at 9am)
Isabella Restuccia (2nd Anniv. Sun 31/7 at 10:30am)
Gino Zamparo (2nd Anniv Wed 3/8 at 8:30am & Sat 6/8 at 6pm)

…for the comfort and consolation of their families.
† † †


   Welcome before Baptism 
The Parish introduces to St Raphael’s community
Clara Fragale,
in preparation for her Baptism on 7 August 2022.

  
A REMINDER…The donation box for the decoration of our altar
is at the rear of the church. Many thanks for those who
contribute.
† † †
LAST WEEKEND'S COLLECTION: 24/7/2022
Thanksgiving: $859
Presbytery: $680
Many thanks to all our contributors
† † †

Please take the bulletin home

Parish Prayer:
Generous God,
We give our thanks to you for the gifts you have given to us – our
life, our family and friends – time, talents and material
possessions.
Above all we are grateful for the Father's unconditional love, for
Jesus Christ our Savior and for the Holy Spirit who nourishes us
with every spiritual gift.
All we have comes from you. May we remember this always and
rejoice in your generosity.
Sustain us on our Christian journey, so that we may constantly
renew our relationship with you and all people of our parish
community.
Grant us the strength and courage to become better followers of
Jesus: to be disciples and to live the Christian Way of Life. Amen
St Raphael healer and guide protect us.
  
LAST RITES
Fr Simon is available at anytime to give the Last Rites at homes,
nursing homes and hospitals in the area.
† † †
Envelopes for requests for Masses to be offered for
deceased / unwell loved ones
Please note: Written requests for Masses to be offered must be given
to Fr Simon at least 4 days before the Mass is requested to be offered.
Those who have requested a Mass to be offered will need to speak
with Fr Simon at least 5 minutes before the commencement of that
Mass so that Fr Simon knows that they are present.
Please find at the back of the Church, envelopes for your use when
requesting a Mass to be offered for deceased/unwell family
members.
Envelopes may be placed in the collection baskets.
† † †

THOUGHTS FROM POPE FRANCIS
The message of unity that Heaven sends to earth
does not fear differences, but invites us to
communion, to start afresh together, because
we are all pilgrims on a journey.
† † †
 Solemnities / Feasts / Memorials of the Week 
Monday 1 August
St Alphonsus Liguori
Tuesday 2 August
St Eusebius, St Peter Julian Eymard
Wednesday 3 August (In Australia: St Dominic)
Thursday 4 August
St John Vianney
Friday 5 August
Dedication of the Basilica of St
Mary Major
Saturday 6 August
Feast of The Transfiguration of the
Lord
  

A Vocation View:
Another sign of Vocation is that your heart is more intent on things
of heaven rather than on things of earth. God is everything: the
only thing.
† † †

Masses – Monday 8 & 15 august
St Mary of the Cross (MacKillop) – Monday 8 August
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Monday
15 August
There will be school Masses on both these days at 12:15 pm.
All parishioners are welcome to attend.
It is recommended that you wear a mask to both these
Masses as there will be over 300 people at these Masses.
  

The Catholic Landscape
The Catholic Landscape is an ideal introduction to
the Catechism and the Catholic Faith for RCIA
inquirers, as well as a practical refresher for parents,
teenagers and young adults.
Renowned theologian and educator Anna Krohn,
OAM will present these talks Thursday evenings during
August.
August 4th - 7.00pm -8:30pm
August 11th - 7.00pm -8:30pm
August 18th - 7.00pm -8:30pm
August 25th - 7.00pm -8:30pm
Address:
"The Bethany Room"
St Gabriel’s Catholic Church
Viola Street, Reservoir 3073
Note: Enter via Spring St car park
For Enquiries:
St Gabriel’s Parish Office
Telephone: 9460 6036
Email: reservoir@cam.org.au
† † †

Piety Stall
The piety stall stocks small gifts and cards for all Sacraments as
well as various religious items at reasonable prices. Please take
the time to have a look after any of the weekend Masses. Thank
you
† † †

GROWING GOOD MEN
The upcoming Growing Good Men Weekend will be taking
place at Forest Edge in Neerim East on 12-14 August. This is a
great opportunity for Dads and their teenage sons to grow
their relationship and for Dad’s to be able to affirm their sons
as they move out of adolescence into adult life and into men
of courage, conviction and generosity.
This is a proven program used by menALIVE for over 15 years
in all states in Australia.
For more details refer to brochure in the church foyer or
contact: emma@cycministries.org.au
or https://cycministries.org.au/
  
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
During the weekend Masses, please check to see if there are
parishioners with walking disabilities in the church and please
go to them to give them Communion.
Thank you.
† † †
Stewardship Reflection
“Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be
rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”
Luke 12:15
The Gospel message is contrary to modern culture that
continually tries to convince us that our joy comes from the
material things we possess. That the more we acquire, the
happier we will be. Jesus shows us that our true joy comes
from our “invisible” gifts like love, mercy and forgiveness.
True joy comes from “emptying” ourselves, giving of
ourselves rather than always taking. We are called not to hoard
but to share. True joy comes from living a grateful and
generous lifestyle; become more “God-centered” and less
“self-centered.”
† † †

Can you undertake an Overseas Mission?
Our sister churches in Africa, Asia and the Pacific are
requesting Australian Catholics to join them to build the
skills of those in their community who have had less
opportunity than ourselves. Please consider these Mission
opportunities abroad.
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference provide
support. Palms Australia, who have prepared Australian
Catholics for global mission since 1961, will ensure
accommodation and a living allowance is provided to you
during your time away. Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742
567 to find out about a placement to engage your skills.
You can also Register for a Webinar on Monday August
1st at 7:00 pm to talk directly with a Palms’ partner
community in Timor Leste and two Australians recently
posted to work with them. Invite your friends. The stories
will inspire.
  

☺ ☺ SHARE A JOKE ☺ ☺
A priest and a rabbi had grown up together in the same street and
now in their fifties were still the best of friends. One day they were
enjoying a cup of tea at the priest’s residence.
The rabbi leaned over and said, “So how can you advance in your
organisation?”
The priest said, “If I’m lucky, I guess I could become a bishop.”
“Well, could you go any higher than a bishop?” asked the rabbi.
“I suppose if my work is seen as above standard then I might be
made an archbishop,” said the priest cautiously.
“Is there any way you might go even higher?”
“If all the saints smiled down on me I guess I could be made a
cardinal,” mused the priest humbly.
The rabbi probed further. “Anything higher than a cardinal?”
Hesitating for a moment, the priest said, “I suppose there’s an
outside chance I could be elected pope.”
The rabbi continued to press. “Isn’t there anything higher than a
pope?”
“What! You think I could be Christ himself? I could never do that,”
the priest exclaimed loudly.
The rabbi leaned back and said, “Well, one of our boys already
made it.”

☺☺☺
Children’s activity pages
Please find in the foyer of the Church an
activity box with activity pages and
pencils for young children to use quietly
during Mass.
At the end of Mass children are invited to
show Fr Simon their work in the Church
foyer.
A warm welcome to new parishioners to St Raphael’s
Please let us know that you have joined our community and if there is
anything we can do for you.
Are you new to our Parish?
____
Need Thanksgiving envelopes? ____
Pease complete the details below and place in the collection plate at
Mass or send to the Parish office.
Name:
___________________________________
Phone: ___________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
To existing parishioners:
if you would A
like toJOKE
contribute☺
on a☺
regular basis
☺ ☺ SHARE
using the envelopes, please complete the above.
Thank you.

Please take the bulletin home

☺ ☺ SHARE A JOKE ☺ ☺

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
O God, come to my assistance;
O Lord, make haste to help me!
You are my rescuer, my help;
O Lord, do not delay.
PENITENTIAL ACT

PENITENTIAL ACT

I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words, in
what I have done and in what I have
failed to do,
And, striking their breast, they say:
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary everVirgin, all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest, / and on
earth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore
you, / we glorify you, / we give you
thanks for your great glory, / Lord God,
heavenly King, / O God, almighty
Father. / Lord Jesus Christ, Only
Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God,
Son of the Father, / you take away the
sins of the world, / have mercy on us; /
you take away the sins of the world, /
receive our prayer; / you are seated at
the right hand of the Father, / have
mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, /
you alone are the Most High, / Jesus
Christ, / with the Holy Spirit, / in the
glory of God the Father. / Amen.
FIRST READING
Ecclesiastes 1:2,2:21-23
Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says.
Vanity of vanities. All is vanity!
For so it is that a man who has laboured
wisely, skilfully and successfully must
leave what is his own to someone who
has not toiled for it at all. This, too, is
vanity and great injustice; for what does
he gain for all the toil and strain that he
has undergone under the sun? What of
all his laborious days, his cares of office,
his restless nights? This, too, is vanity.
The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 89(90):3-6,12-14,17
The Response Is:
In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.
You turn men back to dust
and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’
To your eyes a thousand years
are like yesterday, come and gone,
no more than a watch in the night.
In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.

You sweep men away like a dream,
like the grass which springs up in the
morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades.
In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.
Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants.
In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.
In the morning, fill us with your love;
we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands.
In every age, O Lord, you have been
our refuge.
SECOND READING
Colossians 3:1-5,9-11
Since you have been brought back to
true life with Christ, you must look for
the things that are in heaven, where
Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let
your thoughts be on heavenly things, not
on the things that are on the earth,
because you have died, and now the life
you have is hidden with Christ in God.
But when Christ is revealed – and he is
your life – you too will be revealed in all
your glory with him.
That is why you must kill everything in
you that belongs only to earthly life:
fornication, impurity, guilty passion,
evil desires and especially greed, which
is the same thing as worshipping a false
god; and never tell each other lies. You
have stripped off your old behaviour
with your old self, and you have put on
a new self which will progress towards
true knowledge the more it is renewed in
the image of its creator; and in that
image there is no room for distinction
between Greek and Jew, between the
circumcised or the uncircumcised, or
between barbarian and Scythian, slave
and free man. There is only Christ: he is
everything and he is in everything.
The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God.
Please
stand
for
the
Gospel
Acclamation.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the poor in spirit;
the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!
GOSPEL
Luke 12:13-21
A man in the crowd said to Jesus,
‘Master, tell my brother to give me a
share of our inheritance.’ ‘My friend,’
he replied, ‘who appointed me your
judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?’
Then he said to them, ‘Watch, and be on

your guard against avarice of any kind,
for a man’s life is not made secure by
what he owns, even when he has more
than he needs.’
Then he told them a parable: ‘There was
once a rich man who, having had a good
harvest from his land, thought to
himself, “What am I to do? I have not
enough room to store my crops.” Then
he said, “This is what I will do: I will
pull down my barns and build bigger
ones, and store all my grain and my
goods in them, and I will say to my soul:
My soul, you have plenty of good things
laid by for many years to come; take
things easy, eat, drink, have a good
time.” But God said to him, “Fool! This
very night the demand will be made for
your soul; and this hoard of yours,
whose will it be then?” So it is when a
man stores up treasure for himself in
place of making himself rich in the sight
of God.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our lord, / who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, / born of the
Virgin Mary, / suffered under Pontius
Pilate, / was crucified, died and was
buried; / he descended into hell; / on the
third day he rose again from the dead; / he
ascended into heaven, / and is seated at the
right hand of God the Father almighty; /
from there he will come to judge the living
and the dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit,
/ the holy catholic Church, / the
communion of saints, / the forgiveness of
sins, / the resurrection of the body, / and
life everlasting. Amen.
RESPONSE TO PRAYERS OF THE
FAITHFUL: Lord, hear our prayer.
THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
When we eat this Bread and drink this
Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again..
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

You have given us, O Lord, bread from
heaven,
endowed with all delights and sweetness
in eve ry taste.

